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streets were silent, and no one dared to walk 
them. Our people were barricaded in their 
homes out of fear; death awaited them 
around every corner. Terrorists occupied and 
controlled the only hospital in the city. 
Their savagery reached such a level that 
they stuffed the corpses of children with ex-
plosives and tossed them into the streets in 
order to kill grieving parents attempting to 
retrieve the bodies of their young. This was 
the situation of our city until God prepared 
and delivered unto them the courageous sol-
diers of the 3d Armored Cavalry Regiment, 
who liberated this city, ridding it of 
Zarqawi’s followers after harsh fighting, 
killing many terrorists, and forcing the re-
maining butchers to flee the city like rats to 
the surrounding areas, where the bravery of 
other 3d ACR soldiers in Sinjar, Rabiah, 
Zumar and Avgani finally destroyed them. 

I have met many soldiers of the 3d Ar-
mored Cavalry Regiment; they are not only 
courageous men and women, but avenging 
angels sent by The God Himself to fight the 
evil of terrorism. 

The leaders of this Regiment; COL 
McMaster, COL Armstrong, LTC Hickey, 
LTC Gibson, and LTC Reilly embody cour-
age, strength, vision and wisdom. Officers 
and soldiers alike bristle with the confidence 
and character of knights in a bygone era. 
The mission they have accomplished, by 
means of a unique military operation, stands 
among the finest military feats to date in 
Operation Iraqi Freedom, and truly deserves 
to be studied in military science. This mili-
tary operation was clean, with little collat-
eral damage, despite the ferocity of the 
enemy. With the skill and precision of sur-
geons they dealt with the terrorist cancers 
in the city without causing unnecessary 
damage. 

God bless this brave Regiment; God bless 
the families who dedicated these brave men 
and women. From the bottom of our hearts 
we thank the families. They have given us 
something we will never forget. To the fami-
lies of those who have given their holy blood 
for our land, we all bow to you in reverence 
and to the souls of your loved ones. Their 
sacrifice was not in vain. They are not dead, 
but alive, and their souls hovering around us 
every second of every minute. They will 
never be forgotten for giving their precious 
lives. They have sacrificed that which is 
most valuable. We see them in the smile of 
every child, and in every flower growing in 
this land. Let America, their families, and 
the world be proud of their sacrifice for hu-
manity and life. 

Finally, no matter how much I write or 
speak about this brave Regiment, I haven’t 
the words to describe the courage of its offi-
cers and soldiers. I pray to God to grant hap-
piness and health to these legendary heroes 
and their brave families. 

NAJIM ABDULLAH ABID AL-JIBOURI, 
Mayor of Tall‘Afar, Ninewa, Iraq. 

Mr. ALLARD. Let me read a portion 
of the proclamation as written by the 
Najim Abdullah Al-Jibouri, Iraqi 
mayor of Tall Afar: 

To the Courageous Men and Women of the 
3rd Armored Cavalry Regiment, who have 
changed the city of Tall’ Afar from a ghost 
town, in which terrorists spread death and 
destruction, to a secure city flourishing with 
life. . . . Our city was the main base of oper-
ations for Abu Mousab Zarqawi. The city was 
completely held hostage in the hands of his 
henchmen. . . . Their savagery reached such 
a level that they stuffed the corpses of chil-
dren with explosives and tossed them into 
the streets in order to kill grieving parents 
. . . this was the situation of our city until 
God prepared and delivered unto them the 
courageous soldiers of the 3rd Armored Cav-

alry Regiment, who liberated this city, rid-
ding it of Zarqawi’s followers after harsh 
fighting. 

The commander of Iraq’s 3rd Army 
Infantry Division, MG Khorsheed Al- 
Dosekey, wrote the following in a let-
ter to our soldiers: 

Your ability to plan, the excellent coordi-
nation, the overall supervising and the right 
decisive decisions along with your great 
leadership have helped us build up the indi-
vidual soldier and increase his abilities. 
Your leadership and devotion to duty have 
helped form an army from the gathered peo-
ple. Your behavior and your actions have 
built strong friendships that will last a life-
time. 

I ask unanimous consent that letter 
be printed in the RECORD. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

3RD IRAQI ARMY INFANTRY DIVISION, 
Headquarters in AKMTB. 

3rd Armored Calvary, 
Regiment Headquarters. 

Bravery, strength, determination, correct 
thought, flexibility, knowledge, and impar-
tiality. These are the features of your regi-
ment’s leadership that are displayed through 
participation with our division headquarters, 
our troops, and their units in all the daily 
occasions. Your wise daily, operational, and 
successful leadership was the decisive factor 
in achieving victory. We noticed clearly the 
main features for victory in your leadership. 
They are the same for each people or army 
who are looking for victory, and it is the 
common purpose of your troopers and faith 
in their goal along with their principles, 
high morals and focus on their mission, cou-
pled with perfect logistics support and im-
partiality and sincere leadership that makes 
you the right people for this mission. 

Your abilities to plan, the excellent coordi-
nation, the overall supervising and the right 
decisive decisions along with your great 
leadership have helped us to build up the in-
dividual soldier and increase his abilities as 
well as those for the platoons, companies, 
battalions, brigades and division. It is said 
that heaps of construction materials cannot 
build a house and the gathered people cannot 
be considered an army. Your leadership and 
devotion to duty have helped us form an 
army from the gathered people. 

Your behavior and your actions have built 
strong friendships that will last a lifetime. 
Your behavior is a feature of the wise leader-
ship, which is the tree and the reputation 
you leave behind is the shadow of the tree. 

So we present our heartfelt thanks, appre-
ciation and respect to you as we touched 
during this past period of cooperation and 
coordination and fighting side by side. We 
also offer the thanks of the division’s staff, 
NCOS, and enlisted. You will disappear from 
our eyes, but you will stay in our hearts. 

We send our greetings to the 3rd ACR 
fighters and to their families and we wish all 
of you to get back home safely under vic-
tory’s flag. 

With God’s Care, 
MAJOR GENERAL KHORSHEED SALEEM 

AL-DOSEKEY, 
3rd IA Infantry Division Commander. 

Mr. ALLARD. That is the message 
from the Iraqi people for the heroic ef-
forts fighting for freedom. I know most 
if not all the Members of this body 
share in their appreciation for the val-
iant service of our men and women in 
uniform. I was pleased last night when 
we passed my sense-of-the-Senate 

amendment which commends the mem-
bers of our Armed Forces for their out-
standing service to our Nation in Iraq 
and for their commitment to the high-
est ideals and values of our Nation. It 
also honors the families of our service-
members who have given so much in 
the fight against terror. Our soldiers 
deserve our support and our trust. 

In conclusion, I ask, why would we 
risk all this by a premature withdrawal 
and set a specific date for withdrawal? 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER. Who 

yields time? 
Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, I under-

stand that Senator CARPER is on his 
way over. He is next on our side. I won-
der if I may inquire how much time re-
mains on both sides? 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Michigan has 50 minutes 40 
seconds. The Senator from Virginia has 
41 minutes 29 seconds. 

Mr. LEVIN. Mr. President, is the 
other side ready? 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, I sug-
gest that the Senator from Virginia is 
next, to be followed then by the Sen-
ator from Nebraska, Mr. HAGEL. 

Mr. LEVIN. I wonder if I may list the 
sequence on our side so it would be un-
derstood that after Senator CARPER, we 
would expect Senator LAUTENBERG and 
then Senator MURRAY, Senator OBAMA, 
Senator BIDEN, and Senator DURBIN. 

Mr. WARNER. Mr. President, we will 
go from one side to the other. I have 
waiting the Senator from Virginia, 
Senator HAGEL, Senator ROBERTS, Sen-
ator BOND, and Senator THUNE. I will 
try to get them all in order of appear-
ance. The Senator from Virginia is 
next on our side. I will sort out the se-
quence of the others. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Virginia, Mr. ALLEN, is rec-
ognized. 

Mr. ALLEN. Mr. President, before I 
speak on these amendments, I will 
share with my colleagues three amend-
ments I have introduced. 

The first amendment will double the 
current referral bonus from $1,000 to 
$2,000, which will encourage more men 
and women to enter the U.S. Armed 
Forces. 

The second amendment will provide 
statutory authority to the Army to 
pay $8,000 dollar enlistment bonuses to 
individuals who enlist in Officer Can-
didate School. The Army has made this 
promise—and this amendment provides 
statutory authority to fulfill that 
promise. 

And finally, I have offered—with Sen-
ators CRAIG, HUTCHISON, BURNS and 
SNOWE as cosponsors—an amendment 
that will provide financial protection 
to the 25.6 million military personnel 
and veterans whose personal data and 
Social Security information were sto-
len from the home of a Veterans Af-
fairs employee in May of this year. 

Under the terms of my amendment, 
the VA would be required to provide 
credit monitoring and data theft pro-
tection to these veterans at no cost to 
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